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Empire Games Selection— 


Time For Change From 
Our Hotch-Potch Method 


In Australia early plans are 
afoot for the selection of the 
seven players to compete at 
the Cardiff Empire Games 
next year. It has been the 
practice in the past for the 
Australian champions of the 
year in which a Games festival 
is held to "select themselves" 
automatically as Empire Games 
representatives. But for Car- 
diff, because the national cham- 
pionships were held only 
recently in Australia and there 
will not be another national 
championship before 1959, the 
Australian Bowling Council 
has decided to hold elimina- 
tion trials. 

Every State is to select seven 
players—a four, a pair and singles 
bowler—who will meet in Mel- 
bourne before next January and 
play a series of matches. The win- 
ners of each section will automati- 
cally be selected for the Cardiff 
Games. 

That is а fair enough scheme 
considering the time lag between 
one Australian championship car- 
nival and the next, and probably 
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CAN YOU pick the seven 
best bowlers in the Dominion? 
What method would you 
adopt to choose New Zealand 
representatives for an Empire 
Games festival? It wouldn't be 
easy—or enviable—would it? 
Of the 43,000 bowlers in the 


country, the only ones with 
whom you would be on side 
when your task was completed 
would be the nominees. And 
there's no certainty that they 
would be unanimously with 
you, either. 


the best that could be evolved if 
the A.B.C. is not satisfied that this 
year's champions cannot hold their 
form until July or August of next 
year. 


But the weakness of the 


scheme—the same weakness 


that has been apparent in the 


selection of the last two New 
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Reigning Champions Should Ве 


teams—is 
that every State has to select 
seven players to take part in 
the elimination series. 


Zealand bowling 


And who can say definitely that 
the chosen seven State representa- 
tives are undoubtedly the best 
players? 

In New South Wales alone, by 
the last census of which I am 
aware, there were almost 60,000 
bowlers. The task of the State 
selectors will be harder than that 
of the New Zealand selectors next 
January. And quite as thankless. 

In a nutshell, it is impossible to 
"select" a bowling team. I believe 
that a representative bowling team 
should "select itself" and that the 
time has come for the New Zea- 
land Bowling Association to revise 
its hotch-potch method of choosing 
seven players for the Games, giving 
as wide a representation among the 
Centres as possible while still try- 
ing to select a strong team. 


I believe that the winners of 
the three national champion- 
ships in Christchurch next 
January should automatically 
be named by the N.Z.B.A. as 
our Games representatives. 


For several reasons: 


e] —That the N.Z.B.A. belittles its 
own championship tournament 
and its national champions if it 


appoints selectors to cast 
around for representatives 
other than the successful com- 


petitors. 


e2—That by winning their respec- 
tive divisions the champions of 
the year have proved them- 
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Named By Right 


Ot Performance 


selves in open competition to 
be the best players of the year. 


e3—There can be no charges of 
parochialism—or worse—laid 
against either council or a 
panel of selectors. 


®4— № panel of selectors can study 
a paper record of a non-com- 
peting bowler and assert that 
he is more worthy of a place 
in a reprsentative team than 
one who has competed in a 
championship and won. 


e5—If Centre champions aspire to 
Games honours and it is known 
that the national champions 
automatically are selected for 
representative teams, they will 
know that they must compete 
in the national championship. 


In 1950 and in 1954 all Centres 
were asked to nominate players for 
the consideration of the national 
selectors. Details of past records 
were also to be submitted with the 
nominations. Yet it was whispered 


By ‘BACKHAND’ | 


abroad that any player who sought 
national representation should 
compete in the Dominion — par- 
ticularly in 1954. Several did so 
and a couple won titles, but they 
were not selected for Vancouver. 


The policy of giving repre- 


sentation to as many Centres 


as possible, consistent with 
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EMPIRE GAMES (Contd.): 


choosing such good players as 
are available, is doomed to 
failure, as the performances of 
the last two national fours 
have proved. 


Four skips seldom weld into a 
harmonious fours team. The win- 
ners of Dominion fours champion- 
ships—and pairs—are usually 
specialist leads, twos and threes 
chosen for their positions with 
some thought. 

When the Games teams were 
chosen in 1950 and 1954, there was 
an earnest searching by bowlers 
everywhere of the records of the 
selected players to compare them 
with the records of those who had 
missed the bus, and there was much 
condemnation of the policy which 
could choose one national cham- 
pion and by-pass others whose all- 
round records over the immediate 
past years were quite as impressive 
as the lucky ones. 

The purpose of the 6d. levy on 
all bowlers in New Zealand—and 
the spirit which promoted the idea 
in the Carlton club, Auckland, and 
prompted the Auckland Centre 
and later the N.Z.B.A. to adopt the 
scheme—was to defray the ex- 
penses of "the best possible" teams 
to Empire Games festivals. 

It is doubtful whether the best 
possible teams have ever been 
selected to represent this Domin- 
ion in the Games. 


And while the present selec- 
torial policy remains in force, 
neither the best teams will be 
selected nor will the spirit of 
the resolution which pro- 
moted the institution of the 
levy be faithfully carried out. 


Select the national champions to 
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St. Albans Four's 
Good Win 


A ST. ALBANS four comprising W. 
Wilkinson, P. V. Hooper, F. J. Mot- 
tram and H. Hartley took the honours 
this year in the Christchurch Bowl- 
ing Centres champion of champion 
fours. 


It was Harold Hartley’s first Centre 
title, but he reached the quarter-finals of 
the champion of champion pairs with 
Wilkinson last year. 

Wilkinson is a young bowler, and is 
better known as the man who refereed 
the tests when the first Rugby League 
team from France to tour the Dominion 
played some memorable games against 
New Zealand a few years ago. 

In the final, played on the Canterbury 
green, St. Albans did splendidly to beat 
a strong four in S. G. C. McKenzie, E. S. 
Velvin, M. K. Boon, and J. R. Smith. 

Roly Smith, a winner of six Centre 
titles, is one of the most consistent bowlers 
in the country. 

But on the day there was no matching 
the St. Albans four. They won 22-14. 
Hartley and Mottram both playing excel- 
lently. 

Hartley was the hero of the St. Albans 
team on the way through to the final. He 
pulled several games out of the fire with 
grand displays of all-round ability. 


GOVORKO'S HAT TRICK 


TAURANGA'S Tony Govorko has 
achieved a handsome hat-trick this 
season—the club championship singles, 
pairs (partnered with Jim Mingins) 


and fours (with A. Audley, W. Mac- 
Donald and H. MacGregor. Not only 
did he win all three, but Govorko 
finished each of them with both lives 
intact. 


represent New Zealand in Empire 
Games bowling festivals and there 
can be no moaning at the bar be- 
fore or after. 
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Laws And Definitions Are 
A Fantastic Wilderness 


ONE could not help being inter- 
ested in the controversy in “The 
N.Z. Bowler’ concerning interpre- 
tations of various laws of the game, 
and the eagerness with which some 
“bush lawyers” were anxious to 
show the New Zealand Bowling 
Umpires’ Association examining 
board the error of its ways. 


In my view, what the Um- 
pires Association and their 
critics would be much better 
employed in doing would be 
concentrating on getting the 
number of the laws greatly re- 
duced. 


For a game as simple in its essen- 
tials as bowls, and the primary 
object of which is sociability, the 
number of laws is fantastic and 
absurd. 

I have before me a booklet, pub- 
lished by the New Zealand Bowl- 
ing Association, on the Laws of the 
Game and Associated Conditions 
and Regu!ations, revised to June 
26, 1952. Little pasted slips in the 
book bring the revision up to 
to-day. 

In the table of contents for the 
Laws, I find that not only do the 
definitions exhaust the whole 
alphabet but reach to the letter “h” 
the second time round. Altogether, 


there are 106 laws, ш which the 


alphabet gets a good roasting in 
enumerating sub-clauses. 
To expect any player to 


bury himself in this mass of 
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Says E. C. WEARNE 


splitting, and legal pedantry is 
plainly absurd. 


Many of the laws seem to be 
based on the assumption that bowl- 
ers in general are cheats. Certainly 
they afford an inducement to get 
away from the spirit of the game. 

Some of the rules, too, seem like 
a deliberate attempt to drive horse- 
sense, or common sense, call it 
what you will, out of the window 
(also fair play and give and take) 
and to substitute bickering and 
attempts at pointing, or worse. 

'The game is certainly not advan- 
taged by this plethora of rules and 
legal quibbles. It is time the 
players took a grip on themselves 
and urged a much-needed reform. 


KAIAPOI'S BOB NEALE, 
CHAMPION COLT 


A FIRST-YEAR player, Bob Neale, was 
the winner of the Christchurch Bowling 
Centre's champion of champion colts title 
this season. 

Neale comes from the Kaiapoi Working 
Men's Club, and this is believed to be the 
first time a champion of champions title 
has been won by a working men's club in 
the Centre. 

In the final, Neale beat a hard-hitting 
second-year player from Opawa, W. J. 
Douglas. 

It is unusual to see driving in a colts’ 
final, but Douglas had plenty of smacks. 
He usually missed, however, and the game 
ended on an hilarious note when Douglas 
removed all his bowls from the green 
with driving on the last end. Neale won 
21-17. 
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ONLY THREE LOSSES IN 


FOUR SEASONS 


TO LOSE only three games and draw one in four years is good bowling by any 
team anywhere. It is the record of the St. Clair (Dunedin) rink comprising 
H. W. M. Hogg (lead), J. A. Bruce (second), A. R. Offwood (third), and A. J. 
Symonds (skip). They stand in that order (from the left) in this photograph. 
The team won the club fours championship in the 1953-54 season with the 
loss of one game and again in 1954-55 and 1955-56, both times without loss. 
They had to be content with second place this season, but only after playing a 
drawn game in the final and going down in the replay. Offwood and Symonds (s) 
have the club pairs championship in 1955-56 and 1956-57 to add to their list 


of achievements. 


A MIXED BAG FOR GREENKEEPING 


RECENTLY the Wellington Bowling 
Club, the oldest in the Wellington Pro- 
vince, advertised for а  greenkeeper- 
groundsman. It received 82 replies from 
men in many walks of life. 


In addition to a quite substantial salary, 
a cottage is provided for the successful 
applicant, and seeing that there is a great 
shortage of accommodation of this kind 
in all parts of New Zealand, this no doubt 
had something to do with the large num- 
ber of applicants. 

Perhaps the most curious thing about 
the response was the number of men 
whose present and past occupations were 
anything but good preparation for a job 
of this kind. 

Mention of some of the trades of appli- 
cants will give cause for thought, making 
the cottage appear the chief reason for 
the wish to take on green-keeping. They 
included mechanics, storemen, plumbers, 
painters, printers, builders and carpenters, 
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drapers, an architectural draftsman, school 
caretakers, sailors, a lime worker, labour- 
ers, nurserymen, engineers on land and 
sea, bakers, a film operator, barmen, and 
policemen from England and India. 

Perhaps the most interesting was a man 
who had been a colonel in the Indian 
Army and an Indian railway official. 
While many trades were represented 
among the applicants, so were many 
nationalities. They included men from 
England, Scotland, Poland, Holland, and 
other European countries, besides, of 
course, New Zealand and Australia. 

The 82 applicants were an amazing col- 
lection of callings and an equally amaz- 
ing collection of nationalities. Of course, 
there were applications also from bona 
fide greenkeepers, and one of these has 
received the appointment. 


Don’t place your own rating on your- 
self as a player—leave it to someone else. 
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The Tournament Lead- 


HIS MISSION, 


POLICY AND 


APPROACH TO HIS JOB 


“A few opinions about leading, in particular, and ‘the forwards’ 
in general", from one of New Zealand's foremost exponents of the 
art of giving his team a good start, will, we are sure, strike many 
a chord. Our contributor's record is its own testimony to his 
qualifications to comment and advise; but we respect his modesty 
and announce him merely as “No.1”. 


In recent years I have read many 
articles about bowls, he writes, and 
it has gradually dawned on me 
that— 


e].—Descriptions of matches are 
often written by reporters 
with perhaps a wide know- 
ledge of football or boxing, 
but having their first visit 
to a bowling green. 


e2.—Articles of advice on tactics 
come exclusively from skips 
with twenty years or more 
standing on the head, but 
litle or no recent experi- 
ence or memory of what it 
is like on "the mat end" 
during the head-building 
process. 


It could be that specialist leads 
апа seconds have some thoughts 
and ideas to offer about their own 
positions which, coming from those 
who are constantly handling that 
job in practice, may be welcomed 
by their counterparts in the bowl- 
ing world. 


So here goes— 


EARLY TRAINING ... A junior lead 
should ensure from the outset that he 
does not become wedded to one hand. 
This can become a great handicap when 
playing in windy weather or on greens 
with bad tracks. It is better to try to pick 
a side rather than a hand. 


Page 6 


THE N.Z. BOWLER 


THE FUTURE ... After leading for 
a few seasons, the player should make 
up his mind whether he has the inclina- 
tion, patience and temperament to 
specialise as a tournament lead or whether 
he would prefer the more glamorous 
positions where he can play forcing shots 
and perhaps ultimately get his name in 
the paper as a skip. 

So often one sees promising “for- 
ward” material simply fade away as 
a poor three or skip by choosing the 
wrong future. If you hear someone in 
the club make the remark “Не? only 
a lead,” listen to more of his talk 
and you will realise just how much 
rubbish can be spoken on the club’s 
premises. 


Watch carefully every bowl and the run 
of play in half a dozen matches and then 
let the games decide the importance of 
“the forwards” in competitive play. 

Do not forget that if you lead, your 
poor shots will look poor shots. There is 
no “square off” or means of disguising 
indifferent form. 


THE LEAD’S APPROACH ... Having 
chosen to be a lead, the player must then, 
if not before, decide on his “approach” to 
all serious matches. To my mind, the 
lead’s mission on every head is to place 
as many of his bowls within a twenty- 
inch circle of the kitty as he possibly can. 
(This circle widens to three feet in bad 
conditions.) 

The skip usually wants at least two 
bowls drawn on the head from his for- 
wards before attempting other tactics for 
profit or defence. 
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TOURNAMENT LEAD (Contd.): 


If a lead can place 60 per cent. of all 
his bowls within twenty inches of the 
jack, and at least one in, say, 17 of 21 
ends, he is leading well. Of course, on the 
law of averages, half of these will be 
under a foot, which is close. 

A lead can worry himself off his 
game by thinking he must always 
finish with the shot. Far better to 
aim for handy second shots, giving 


later players something to work on. 


CONCENTRATION ... Once entered 
in a tournament, there is nothing what- 
soever to help you to be steadily accurate 
but continued concentration and care 
with each bowl. Concentration must last 
all day and includes watching every bowl 
run apart from your own and avoiding 
irrelevant conversation with bystanders 
between heads. 


THROWING THE JACK ... Do so 
with extreme care every time and watch 
where your skip is standing. If necessary, 
ask him before the game to indicate a 
position and not leave it to you. When 
you throw it straight and true to his feet, 
you usually follow it with a good bowl. 
Make up your mind early whether the 
jack runs the same as your bowl. Throw- 
ing the jack carefully, I think, starts off 
your concentration for delivery of the 
bowl. On heavy greens, if you are drop- 
ping short on medium ends, lengthen, 
not shorten, the head. 


THE OTHER LEAD'S TRACK ... 
You have to decide early in the game 
whether your opposing lead’s bowl is 
good to follow or not. If it appears to 
draw differently from yours or run more 
freely, don’t watch it all the way, but 
only at its last gasp. 


BOWLS IN THE DRAW ... If the 
opposing lead’s bowl is, say, three feet 
short and slightly in your draw—unless 
your skip directs—don’t change your hand 
if that is the one you are playing well. 
The opposing bowl can be a good guide 
to prevent your playing narrow. If a side 
is unreliable because of the wind, tracks 
in the green, etc., you must stick to the 
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JUDGE YOUR OPPONENT'S 
CHARACTER 


Successful bowls is assisted by a study 
of men, and the keen student of bowls 
can become a good judge of men. In 
singles especially (because you take real 
notice of only one man at a time) you 
can form a fairly accurate judgment of a 
man’s character. Then you should know 
the tactics to adopt to beat him. 


WATCH THE CHAMPS 


You can learn a great deal about bowls 
if you watch some of the champions in 
action. But watch intelligently. Don’t just 
sit there and talk. There is no good 
player that another player cannot learn 
some point from. It is only when you 
know it all that you start to find you are 
losing more games than usual. 


good side. It is better to promote the 
opposition and leave yours а handy 
second than waste bowls fighting an un- 
playable hand. 


CHANGING HANDS .. . Sometimes 
on a good green you are for no apparent 
reason drawing poorly. Unless you are a 
one-handed player, change your side. The 
moral effect of the change quite often is 
as beneficial as a break for morning tea. 


NIBBLING AT THE HEAD ... Never 
nibble at the head. If the opposition lead 
has one sitting on the jack, forget it and 
aim to dead draw two handy seconds, 
making the toucher vulnerable to threes' 
and skips' shots. 


IT IS NOT THE LEAD'S JOB TO 
DISLODGE TOUCHERS . . . When the 
opposing lead has one, say, 6 to 9 inches 
beside the jack on the opposite side to 
the one you are playing well, don't 
change over because of the chance of a 
rest. Stick to the open side and play your 
usual dead draw to the jack. Deliberately 
aiming for a rest encourages instinctively 
that little bit on which wastes so many 
lead's bowls. 


(This article will be completed in 
the next issue.) 
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Mt. Albert Club Does It Again: 
Frank Firth Wins Centre Title 


INAUGURATED in the 1956-57 season, the Auckland Bowling Centre’s 
champion of champion fours was won by G. Webb’s Mt. Albert four. 
Now veteran Frank Firth, whose persistence has wrecked a thousand 
skips, has made it two in a row for Mt. Albert. 


Firth is among the best-known 
bowlers in Auckland Centre and 
provincial tournaments, and, if he 
is not the most stylish player in 
the world, he is at least one of the 
most dogged and difficult to beat. 
This success was merited. When it 
was quite obvious that only an 
earthquake could deprive him of 
the title, there was hurried study 
of past Centre championships to 
get a tally on his successes. 

From memory it seemed that he 
must have won several champion- 
ships because he has invariably 
been prominent. Yet the champion 
of champion fours was actually his 
first success. 

It was overdue. Frank Firth has 
contested six Centre champion- 
ships over the years. In this, his 
first Centre title, he was nobly 
assisted by J. Robertson, А. 
Woodall and H. McMillan. 


Mt. Albert won all their games 


handsomely, defeating St. Heliers 
in the final by 26 points to 17. 


The tournament was played on 
two successive Saturdays. The up- 
set of the second day was the defeat 
of a strong Balmoral team, in 
which the New Zealand champion 
pair, H. and L. Franks, were lead 
and skip respectively. 


Balmoral looked to have a 
mortgage on one of the final 
placings as they played the 
first two rounds; but, as is fre- 
quently noticed in bowls, form 
didn’t quite work out when 
the competition was resumed 
on the second week. 


West End champion four held 
Balmoral for eight ends, when the 
score was 7-7, but then they put the 
skids under the favourites and, in- 
credibly, scored eight singles on 
the next eight ends. As all games 
were 17 ends, and Balmoral needed 
the whole eight to tie, they recog- 
nised the inevitable and retired 
gracefully. 


Drastic Changes Under Consideration 


THE entry of 32 teams in 
the champion of champion 
fours was not encouraging. It 
was remarkable that of the 32 
clubs all but one were repre- 
senting metropolitan clubs. 


Play was keen and interesting, 
and those teams which competed 
voted the championship a great 
success. Nevertheless, the paucity 
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of entries is an indication that 
interest must be fostered among 
country clubs if the competition is 
to be continued on the scale which 
it warrants. 

There is a diversity of opinion 
among many clubs in Auckland as 
to the value of this tournament or 
competition and there was, it has 
been said, a certain amount of toss- 
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What Can We Do With The 
Perpetual Driver? 


IS THE perpetual driver an 
asset to a team, or to the game? 
One frequently heard at the 
recent National championship 
tournament at Auckland that 
something will have to be 
done to curtail the excessive 
kiling of heads practised by 
some players. 


In one game, 17 heads were 
killed, making it a test of endur- 
ance and patience rather than of 
skill. Both teams were deprived of 
their luncheon intervals. 


DRASTIC CHANGES (Contd.): 


ing a coin even in the clubs which 
competed to see who would be the 
representatives. 

The poor entry in this and other 
Centre championships this season 
in Auckland will be a matter for 
discussion by club delegates at a 
meeting which may have been held 
by the time this 1ssue 1s published. 

'There are several revolution- 
ary changes in next year's fix- 
tures proposed by the Centre 
executive. Delegates have been 
briefed to give them earnest 
study. 


If the programme of events is to 
be abbreviated, then it may well be 
that the pennant competition and 
the champion of champions fours 
are the two which will be given the 
axe. But at the moment of writing 
this is only surmise. 

But, be that as it may, congratu- 
lations to the steadily improving 
Mount Albert club on this second 
champion of champion fours title! 
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The big, hefty player with suff- 
cient physical strength to hurl a 
bowl so fast that it goes practically 
dead straight up the green always 
has an audience of those who like 
to see things wrecked; but even 
those same people also like to see 
victory go to the more skilled 
player. 

It is a most remarkable thing 
that in that tournament all the 
exponents of fireworks, as they call 
it, were eliminated by players who 
concentrated on a drawing game. 

These “bash artists” frequently 
wreck adjoining heads, even when 
they miss their objective. 

Our indoor friends have 
rules which deal with this 
business. They are worked on 
a sliding scale according to the 
quality of the “crime” (wast- 
ing of time, etc.). 

For a head killed by a lead or 
second player, the side loses one 
point; by the third player, two 


points; and by the skip, three 
points. 
This does not debar а skilled 


cutting-out shot, but simply makes 
a player pay for crudeness (killing 
of a head with the subsequent 
waste of time)—and each time it 
counts as a head played. 


—F. A. HARRIS. 


If you want to be successful in com- 
petitive play, you must learn that you 
can't play bowls in two places at once. 
Every time you leave the green you break 
your concentration and you must have 
full concentration all the time if you 
want to receive trophies. 
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Лт Howatson Goes On Winning 


With His Wooden Bowls 


WOODEN bowls are a comparatively rare sight in championship 


bowls these days. 


One of the best-known sets of wooden bowls in New Zealand in recent 
years must have been that of Tai Ngapaki, the big North Islander, who 


is a personality in himself. 


But in Christchurch there is a set of wooden bowls that takes a 
power of beating. It belongs to Jim Howatson, a 52-year-old butcher 


who plays in the Spreydon club. 


Howatson’s woods had a touch of magic about them in Christchurch 
this year, and the orthodox composition bowls had to take second place 
time and time again to the accuracy of the lignum vitae. 

Howatson’s top honour was to win the Christchurch Bowling Centre's 
champion of champion pairs, with Hughie Berry as lead, and thus give 
Spreydon their first champion of champion title since J. Brackenridge 
won the champion of champion singles in 1928. 


On his way to the final, Howatson dis- 
posed of several topliners in handsome 
style, among them the formidable Opawa 
combination of Foster Baxandall and 
Charlie Rowe. 

In the final itself, Howatson and Berry 
met J. Gibson and M. Yugovich (Becken- 
ham). Tony Yugovich was runner-up in 
the New Zealand singles at Dunedin last 
year, and it seemed that he would win 
when he drew some good shots early in 
the game. 

But Yugovich was destined to be 
runner-up once again. Howatson won 
21-17. 


Right through, Howatson’s woods 


performed wonders. He has played 


with the same woods throughout his 


bowling career, and would not give 


them up for any price. 


Born and bred at Southbridge, a town- 
ship 32 miles from Christchurch, near 
Lake Ellesmere, Howatson played both 
football and cricket, and represented 
Ellesmere as a Rugby threequarter. 

Rheumatoid arthritis caused him to 
give up his football and cricket. So, at 
28, he took up bowls, and he made an 
immediate impression. 

But he had bought the woods long 
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before he even dreamed of playing bowls. 

"An old chap at Southbridge took a 
stroke, and he begged me to take the 
bowls,” Howatson recalls. “I didn't want 
them, but finally I agreed to take them 
for 50s., bag and all. I was a little reluc- 
tant at the time, but to-day I would not 
swap my 5in. Jacques for anything." 

In only his second season of bowls, 
Howatson won both the singles and pairs 
in the Southbridge Club, and went on to 
take both champion of champions titles 
in the Ellesmere Sub-centre. There were 
four entires for each. 

Meanwhile, treatment had improved 
the condition of Howatson's hands, al- 
though the joints are still disfigured. 

After only two years of bowls, there- 
fore, he gave the game a miss while he 
returned to his first loves of football and 
cricket. 

In 1936, he shifted to Christchurch, and 
in 1937-38 he joined Spreydon. 

Since then he has won 19 or 20 
championships in the club. 


Although the champion of champions 
crowns had eluded him previously, he 
once reached the last four in the cham- 
pion of champion singles, being beaten 
by Ponty Beslev, the eventual winner. 

Otherwise, Howatson has played in few 
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JIM HOWATSON (Contd.): 


outside tournaments. He has played in 
the Dominion only twice. Once he 
reached the seventh round of the singles 
—still with his woods—and in 1941 he 
qualified in the fours. 

Besides bowls, Jim Howatson has many 
other interests. He is a keen angler, and 
is connected with swimming. He is inter- 
ested in Rugby, and every Saturday morn- 
ing in the winter-time finds him coaching 
youngsters. 

As if that were not enough, Jim is a 
pigeon fancier, and he is the velocity 
secretary for the Canterbury Flying Club. 

This year he cut down his pigeon racing 
to concentrate on his bowls, and the 
results speak for themselves. 

As for the future, he intends to main- 
tain his interest in all sports. 


But he is doubtful whether he can 
ever repeat his wonderful record this 
year of winning the fours and the 
pairs at Spreydon with both lives still 
intact, and reaching the final of the 
singles to boot. 
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GABARDINE 
RAINCOATS 


Specially made by N.Z. Raincoats 


Step collar and Prussian collar styles, with fly front, Raglan sleeves, 
super satin linings. Sizes 3 to 8, in Grey and Fawn 


Also in sizes to fit the tall man. 4 tall to 7 tall. 
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£14/10/- 
£14/19/6 


£15/10/- 
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ў, 


Snuggling up to Kitty 
Ww Ww Үг 
In our club every bowler can become а 
skip—and very nearly all of them do. 
n—————— 
And, as for the woods, "They have 
always done well by me," he says. "I 
would take two years to adapt myself to 
Henselites, while all I have to do with the 
woods is to rub on a bit of sperm whale 
oil and away they go. No, the woods will 
do me." 
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CON MAHER DISCUSSES- 


Greens I Have Visited 
And Played On 


AS I SAID in the last issue, I came on to Auckland in October, 1914, 
when First World War had not long been going. My first sight of a 
green in the Queen City was at Grey Lynn, which I joined straight away. 


I was to have joined up with 
Ponsonby (where I now am), as 1 
had a letter of introduction to one 
of the members, the late Ernie 
Oswald; but I was living in the 
Grey Lynn district and had no 
option but to link up there. 


Delightful Hours 


I would here mention that the 
green was not where it is now. It 
was situated on the main road. 
And what a delightful green it was 
to play on! A pure grass green and 
well sheltered from the westerly 
wind, it was indeed an ideal spot. 
There it was that I spent many de- 
lightful hours of my young bowl- 
ing life. The hours of bowling we 
young lads crammed in during a 
working week makes me wonder 
after 46 years at the game how on 
earth we did it. But there it was— 
every night without fail, a whole 
band of workers, office and other- 
wise, would arrive for а looked- 
forward-to-game. And it was not 
just one hour. 

I want to dilate on this Grey 
Lynn green as it was then, be- 
cause it housed a good sprink- 
ling of Auckland’s prominent 


bowlers of that time. 


The late George Baildon, after- 
wards Mayor of Auckland, was 
one, and the late Ernie Buckley 
was another. 
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To make a long story short, after 
the season opened in 1914 about 
eight of the young bloods got to- 
gether and we played a full rink 
game mostly for bags of fruit in 
season. This was a keen contest all 
the time, as the losers had to 
"shout". 


My Beau Ideal 


One team was skippered by the 
late Bill Baildon, a young brother 
of George. The other team, which 
included Harry Clarke and myself, 
were a younger lot and, try as we 
would, we very seldom got the 
better of Bill Baildon. 


This same player always 
was, and still is, my beau ideal 
of a bowler. With the old 
wood bowl he could do any- 
thing—run, drive or draw— 
with uncanny accuracy. 


He was killed in action in France 
and, in my humble opinion, the 
Dominion lost a potential National 
champion. 

Harking back to Harry Clarke, 
it 1s interesting to note that he won 
the New Zealand singles title in 
1927 and was runner-up to F. Lam- 
beth (Balmacewan) in 1930. The 
latter is now living in retirement at 
Epsom, Auckland. 


I myself won New Zealand 
honours in 1924 and we are 
both in accord that, apart 
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CON MAHER, doyen of New Zealand 
bowlers in the practice of the art, 
administration and writing about it, 
discusses aspects of the game in ‘The 
N.Z. Bowler’ every month. 


CON MAHER DISCUSSES (Contd.): 


from any natural ability, the 
real secret of our successs was 
the grounding we got on that 
beautiful old Grey Lynn green. 


Present-day bowlers have no con- 
ception of the pace and trueness of 
some of the old-time purely grassed 
greens. 

We must now come away from 
Grey Lynn, as I was there for only 
one season. 

Moving residence to the Pon- 
sonby district, I joined up with 
the West End club, on the instiga- 
tion of a former Gisborne club 
player, George McMillan. The 
name of McMillan will revive 
memories of older Dunedin folk by 
reason of the family’s successs in 
the field of Soccer football. The 


MAY, 1957 


THE N.Z. BOWLER 


family could raise a team. Those 
were the days of large families. As 
another instance, the Harraway’s 
(Green Island) could muster a 
cricket team. 


One of the Best 


The West End green, although 
a small-sized one — only 100 feet 
one way and 110 the other—was 
rated in 1915 and subsequent years 
one of the best. It did not have 
the pace of Grey Lynn, as it always 
carried a heavy sole of grass and 
on week days was rather heavy; 
but by some manner of means un- 
known to all but the astute green- 
keeper, a Mr Thorne, it was always 
up to the mark on a Saturday. 

Mr. Thorne was one of the old 
school of greenkeepers and, my 
word! he knew his job, at least as 
far as producing a good sole of 
grass went. 

Owing to the small size and the 
fact that the club had only one 
green, the Centre authorities did 
not requisition the area for the big 
tourneys to any extent. Conse- 
quently the green escaped a lot of 
wear and tear. 


The advent of Bill Bremner 
in 1923 lifted West End into 
national bowling importance. 
By his deeds in Christchurch in 

1924 he secured National honours 
for himself and three others and 
then went on to lead three more 
men to a title in 1929, when he 
secured his second fours honour. 
He won his third title in 1932 with 
one of his fours mates, the late 
C. E. Hardley, and again in 1940, 
this time in company with L. G. 
Donaldson, of Carlton. 

‘These successes are mentioned to 
show once again what а bearing 
the training on a good green had. 

(To be continued) 
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| x Lites A Battle "— 


OUT AT A neighbour's place the other night I was introduced to the 
son of the house, recently back from Malaya on furlough. Expressing 
admiration of his courage in staying in a place so full of trigger-happy 
Communists, I was assured that life was really much more dangerous 
in New Zealand. The boy said there was more chance of being killed 
or injured in a road accident here than of being killed by bandits in 


Malaya. 


Life immediately became more 
exciting. The dreary trip to town 
each day will have new interest. I 
shall feel that I am living more 
dangerously, with every motor car 
a potential enemy. ГИ be in the 
front line, with the traffic cops as 
a sort of reserve, ready to come 
up too late. 

The worst of it is that I'm so 
unprepared for the daily skir- 
mishing.. 

I'm likely not to realise that 
the battle is on until the am- 
bulance arrives and there is а 
hurried scout around for wit- 
nesses. Unprepared, ГИ also 
be unarmed. 


In Malaya, those pitted against 


the bandits have a better chance 


than we have here. They have 
rifles, tommy guns and whatnot, 
whereas the New Zealand pedes- 
trian merely has his dodging ability 
or the Compensation Court. The 
Malayan bandit is likely to be shot; 
the reckless New Zealand motorist 
is unlucky if he gets a couple of 
weeks in gaol or a £25 fine. 

And his victim doesn't get a 
wound stripe. 

There's no glamour in be- 
ing wounded on our roads. 
Surely a decoration could be 
instituted—with bars. 


How proudly and modestly I 
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could display them to my friends. 

"Oh, that? I copped that on a 
safety zone. Just a fractured leg," 
I would say off-handedly. 

Or: “There was I on the pedes- 
trian crossing, with three of them 
coming hard at me. I dodged two, 
but the third had me square in his 
radiator." 

I would give my medal a rub 
up with my cuff and saunter off 
casually, an old campaigner. 

Furthermore, I would definitely 
be one up on the boss, who drives 
to work in a filthy great car each 
day. 

For him there would be the 
chagrin of knowing that I was 
the one that got away and 
there would be nothing he 
could do except try again at 
knocking-off time. 


There are those of us who will 
not be able to stand the constant 
battle, however, now that the 


By “LAGUNO” 


dangers have been brought to our 
notice. The soldier is periodically 
withdrawn from the front line to 


rest and from battle 
fatigue. 
Some such arangement will have 


to be made for the civilian, but 


recover 
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LIGNUM VITAE INDOOR BOWLS 
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Manufactured and Guaranteed by: 


А. J. S. BROWN & CO. 
P.O. Box 463 AUCKLAND Phone 41-742 
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‘LAGUNO’ (Contd.): 


where can he find his rest centre 
in New Zealand? 

Where there are roads there are 
cars. Far from the madding crowd, 
there are no pedestrian crossings 
and the motorist has his potential 
victim even more unprepared, with 
flanks unguarded. 

To rest our nerves we should 
have to leave the country tempor- 
arily, and so far the only safe place 
I know of is Malaya, where 
pedestrians can be protected Бу 
armoured cars. 

If I wasn't too old, I'd join the 
S.A.S. 


Youngster: What I want to know, Dad, " Confidence in me? l'Il say my skip has! 
is, do bowlers in bowls bowl their balls Why, he just shuts his eyes and hollers, 
like cricketers in cricket? 

Dad: Well, yes, some of our skips do, 
son. —-' Bowls in South Africa.’ 


LA EFI 
! 


'Play any hand you like 
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Legend In His Litetim 


SOME TIME SOON there will be elevated to the presi- у 


tournament bowlers in the history of the game in New - 
Zealand, a man whose name has been a household word in * 
bowling circles for almost a generation, who has won g 


* 
% dency of the Auckland Bowling Centre one of the greatest, e 
* 
* 
* 
* 


more national titles than any other—Frank Livingstone. Je 


There was a time—and it is 


not so long back—when many 


bowlers who stepped on m 


mat to play the ' 'old master" 


in a singles game were beaten 


before they played a bowl. 


Livingstone's reputation pre- 
ceded him all through the 


country, and he, like perhaps 


only one other bowler in the 


50-odd years s of organised bowl- 


ing in this = great 
М: 
a legend E: his own lifetime. 


as become 


Tall and spare, always a com- 
manding figure on the green, the 
possessor of a harsh and penetrat- 
ing voice which carried many a 
witticism and, it must be told, an 
admonition from one end of the 
green to the other . . . wherever 
the crowds have gathered, there 
Frank Livingstone would be play- 
ing. 

Singles, pairs or fours—all came 
alike to him. Yet I believe he was 
at his best in the four-bowl game. 
A master of judging weight, he had 
all the shots, except the one that 
advocates to-day say is essential го 
win singles championships—a fast 
drive. Frank had, and has, an up- 
shot of quite extraordinary devas- 
tation which has blown out many 
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a head (and opponent) by its ex- 
ceptional accuracy. 

Then, too, a resting shot which 
frequently gave shot or position 
has had many an opponent who 
fancied his chances more than 
somewhat floundering to save the 
head and game. 


Hundreds of opponents have 
thought to block Livingstone 
on both hands only to find 
that this immaculate little shot 
rested a bowl either into posi- 
tion, or out of it, to turn the 
tables completely. 


What has been the most impor- 
tant factor in his hundreds of suc- 
cesses? 

Well, Frank Livingstone says he 
has been lucky in that he has been 


| By “BACKHAND” | 


able to devote more time to the 
game than most players. He has 
devoted a lot of time to the ad- 
ministration of the Onehunga 
club, too, and has served two terms 
as president. 


They Were a Force 


The Onehunga club is one of 
the strongest in the Auckland 
Centre, as the records of the Centre 
and the N.Z.B.A. readily show. 
And associated with Frank Living- 
stone in the majority of his “big” 
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successes were Jack  Macklow, 
Trevor George and Alex Robert- 
son. 

They were indeed a team to be 
reckoned with. They were a force 
to play against and a force to listen 
to. And spectators loved the some- 
times biting comment and quips 
and humour—and the occasional 
incipient signs of mutiny that 
never did flare up in the Onehunga 
camp. 

When the games were over, off 
would go these Four Musketeers to 
another tournament. Jack Mack- 
low started playing bowls in 1911; 
Trevor George in 1913; Alex 
Robertson in 1912; Frank Living- 
stone took up the game in 1923. 

It is a coincidence that all four 
won the first-year championships of 
their clubs and all later became the 
open singles champions of One- 
hunga. 

They naturally gravitated 
into a team which in its hey- 
day was quite the best club 


side in Auckland — if not in 
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— FRANK LIVINGSTONE 


New Zealand. The stories con- 
cerning them are legion. 


Here is a favourite: 


In post-section play on the Carl- 
ton green a few years back, an 
offending bowl in a nice cluster 
was keeping the Onehunga team 
from a handy score of five. Frank 
Livingstone, playing No. 3 on this 
occasion, pointed imperiously to 
the bowl and commanded Alex 
Robertson: “Take that bowl out!" 

"Gee, Frank," muttered Alex. 
"you give me the hard ones!" 

"What's the matter?" queried 
Frank Livingstone. "Can't you see 
it?” 

"Only a little bit of it, ex- 
plained Alex. 

“Then,” said Frank, with all the 
finality in the world, “hit the bit 
you can see and the rest will fol- 
low.” 

The “bank” loved it—all the 
more when Alex hit the “bit” on 
about the fourth bounce and the 
bowl shot off like a rocket. 


Enlightenment 


When the first-year champions 
competed in Auckland recently, a 
marker in a game was rewarded 
with a glum glare from a competi- 
tor when he asserted that in a close 
head the player was two points 
down. 

It was only when a spectator 
gleefully told the first-year the 
marker’s identity and that there 
was not much possibility that he 
was wrong that he realised how red 
his face could be. The marker hap- 
pened to be the winner of five New 
Zealand titles and an Australian 

[OVER 
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Obituary 


JOHN COLTHURST 


TRULY one of the veterans of bowls in Auckland, an enthusiast and 
ardent worker, one who loved the game and everything connected with 
it, John Henry Colthurst, of the Ponsonby club, Auckland, died recently. 


Jack Colthurst devoted nearly 60 years 
to bowls as player and administrator, and 
there was no better-known administrator 
or umpire in the Auckland province. At 
the time of his death he was secretary of 
the Auckland District Umpires’ Associa- 
tion and at Centre and National tourna- 
ments he was an official of more than 
usual vigilance and perspicacity. 

He joined the Auckland Bowling Club 
about the turn of the century and in 
1901 he was the club singles champion. 
Ten years later he was a foundation mem- 
ber of the West End club, and became 
president there in 1926. The Public Ser- 
vice Bowling Association was another of 
Mr. Colthurst’s “babies”. He was а co- 
founder, with Mr. Con Maher, in 1918. 

Jack Colthurst rejoined the Auckland 


club in 1939, but in the latter years of 
his long life—Mr. Colthurst was a very 
sprightly 80-odd when he died—he trans- 
ferred to the Ponsonby club. Throughout 
his long bowling career he held executive 
positions in all the clubs of which he was 
a member. 

A guard on the main trunk railway, 
Jack Colthurst was as well known to 
travellers as he was on city bowling 
greens. 

Jack Colthurst in his latter years played 
bowls mostly for fun and friendship. He 
was a more than usually sticky lead when 
he did play in an occasional one-day 
tournament. His death is greatly regretted 
by those who knew him as a cheery 
opponent and team-mate. 


FRANK LIVINGSTONE (Contd.): 


singles champion. Frank Living- 
stone was doing a stint as a marker 
for beginners. 

One could write almost indefin- 
itely of the tremendous record 
Frank Livingstone has compiled as 
a tournament bowler—club, centre, 
national and international titles. 


The Record 


But the almost complete record 
speaks for itself. Here it is: 


First Year Champion, Whitiora Club, 
Hamilton, in 1923. 

Club Champion, Papatoetoe Club, in 
1926. 


Club Champion (Singles), Onehunga 
Club, in 1931, and since then eight 
times in all including the 1955-56 
season. 

Club Champion (Pairs), Onehunga Club, 
nine times. 
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Open Singles Championship of Auckland 
Centre, twice. 
Champion of Champions of Auckland 
Centre, four times. 
Centre Pairs Championship of Auckland 
Centre, twice. 
Christmas Fours, Auckland Centre, twice. 
Easter Fours, Auckland Centre, twice. 
Dominion Singles Championship, twice. 
Dominion Pairs Championship, once. 
Dominion Fours Championship, twice. 
Australian Singles Championship, 1938. 
British Empire Games Singles Champion- 
ship (in Australia), runner-up to 
Horace Harvey, of South Africa. 
OTHER NEW ZEALAND EVENTS: 
Wanganui Pairs Championship, once. 
Tauranga Open Tournament, five times. 
Cambridge Open Tournament, four times. 
Rotorua Open Tournament, four times. 


For good measure, Frank Living- 
stone has also won more than 200 
mid-week tournaments, and after 
33 years’ bowling will no doubt 
add further to this tally. 
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ых Y You can 125 the natural goodness in 
\ Pilsener .. . fine lager, clear and 


sparkling... with just the faintest tang of 
hops to add pleasure to refreshment. 


Te | 


OPS | 


MAY, 1957 THE N.Z. BOWLER Page 19 


Пи 


— OFFICIAL SECTION — 


(The Contents of this Section are Supplied by 
THE N.Z. BOWLING ASSOCIATION) 


Annual Meeting: 


The annual meeting of the Council will 
be held at Revington’s Hotel, Greymouth, 
on June 26 and 27. Arrangements for the 
meeting and for the reception of the 
Council are being made by the West Coast 
Centre. 


Elective Officers: 


The sole nominee for the office of presi- 
dent of the New Zealand Bowling Associa- 
tion for the coming year was Mr. S. L. 
Hall, of Christchurch. Stan Hall has 
served on the Council as a representative 
of that Centre since his election in 1951, 
and, as senior vice-president, was in 
charge of last year’s annual meeting in 
the absence through illness of Mr. W. J. 
Short. 

Mr. H. N. Hunt, of Wellington, suc- 
ceeds Mr. Hall as senior vice-president, 
and there were two nominations for the 
office of junior vice-president, viz. Mr. A. 
Parker, of Dunedin, and Dr. R. E. Austin, 
of Otago Central. For the first time on 
record a ballot was necessary and was con- 
ducted in each Centre by vote of dele- 
gates, the presidents and secretaries of 
Centres (except in Dunedin) being ap- 
pointed returning officers for the purpose. 
The result of the election was not avail- 
able in time for this issue. 


Remits and Nominations: 


Remits have been coming to hand freely 
for submission to the annual meeting of 
the Council, which looks like having a 
very full agenda. 

Among other matters for the Council’s 
consideration will be the matter of repre- 
sentation at the 1958 Empire Games and 
arrangements for the selection of the 
bowling team. 

The next visit of an Australian team 
to New Zealand is scheduled for 1958-59. 
Preliminary matters in connection with 
that tour will also be brought forward. 
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Australian Tour: 


The recent tour of a New Zealand team 
to Australia concluded in Sydney on April 
11 and the members have now returned 
to their homes in New Zealand. All have 
expressed themselves deeply appreciative 
of the hospitality extended to them. 


FROM 0-15 TO 20-15 
—BUT LOST FINAL 


THE Leith club skip, Dominion 
councillor G. H. Jolly, accomplished 
a convincing performance to go right 
through the Dunedin Centre’s Easter 
Fours event. 

With W. Cowie, J. Watkins and C. 
Travis all playing steady bowls, Jolly had 
the final against the young Forbury Park 
team skipped by W. Hiscoke under con- 
trol all the way and finished 25-8. 

Even though they failed in the final, 
however, Hiscoke’s four were the team of 
the competition by reason of an astonish- 
ing recovery in the semi-final with J. 
Hutchison’s Opoho rink. When the board 
showed 15-0 in his favour, the tournament- 
tough Hutchison seemed to have the game 
all sewn up. 

Hiscoke’s boys thought differently. 


They began to score and just did not 


stop. From nought after seven ends, 


they ran straight through to 20 after 


16 ends. They won 20-15. Who said a 


game is never won .. .? 


The pairs final proved а better match 
than the fours final, although A. McCloy 
(Taieri) won comfortably enough in the 
end from C. F. Barham, of Caversham. 
His lead, W. Thomson, was solid and gave 
his skip winning position which McCloy 
exploited well over the last few heads. 

G. S. Huntley led well for Barham, but 
the winning pair’s greater consistency 
merited the 22-15 result. McCloy stuck to 
his job well throughout a tough passage 
to the title. 
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How Much По You Know 
About the Laws? 


(By ‘Veteran’) 


KEEP a score on your answers to 
these questions on the Laws of the 
Game. 


QUESTIONS 


el—The skip with the last bowl of the 
end drives the jack into the ditch. 
The toucher follows the jack into the 
ditch and becomes the shot. This 
bowl was greened before the preced- 
ing bowl had come to rest in play. 
May the opposing skip replace the 
head and declare the last bowl dead? 


e—If a bowl is played out of turn, may 
the opposing skip stop the bowl and 
declare it dead? 


e3—A swiftly driven bowl forces the jack 
into the front ditch and then strikes 
a bowl which deflects it into the side 
ditch, from which it rebounds and 
comes to rest in the front ditch along- 
side the jack. Is it alive? 


ei—^ toucher rebounds from the front 
bank on to the plaving surface of the 
rink and if it may be accounted alive, 
would be the shot bowl. What is the 
position? 

e5—4An umpire is appointed to officiate 
at another club's green and finds that 
the distance pegs are placed in the 
side ditch and are merely leaning 
against the side bank. Is he entitled 
to do anything about it? 


e6—A bowl comes to rest on the wooden 
kerbing surrounding the green. Is it 
alive or dead? 


ANSWERS 


ө1— Хо. If the bowl which was greened 
before the preceding bowl has come 
to rest in play touches the jack or 
anv bowl in play, the opposing skip 
may either allow the head to remain 
so moved or declare the end dead. 
Law 90 (b) (ii). 
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e2—No. The bowl played out of turn 
may not be declared dead under 
Law 91, which governs incidents of 
this nature, and also does not ex- 
plicitly say that the bowl may be 
stopped. But if a bowl was stopped 
in these circumstances, it should be 
returned and replayed in its proper 
order. 


e3—No. Any bowl, whether it is a toucher 
or not, rebounding from the side 
bank or side ditch shall be dead. 
Law 8l. 


e4—It would be alive, as Law 81 provides 
that “А toucher rebounding from the 
front bank or front ditch to the play- 
ing surface of the rink shall remain 
in play". 


Certainly. Distance pegs in these 
circumstances could be moved т 
many ways and their purpose nulli- 
fied. The umpire should have the 
pegs inserted on the top of each side 
bank at a clear distance of 72 feet 
from each end of the playing surface 
as required by Law 14. 


e» 


e6— Ihe bowl would be alive. Law + pro- 
vides that the top surface of the kerb- 
ing shall for all purposes be deemed 
part of the plaving surface of the 
green. 


AVOID THE BAD HAND 


Never allow vourself to be forced to 
play on the "bad" hand just because your 
opponent has a wood right in the draw 
а foot or so away from the jack, on the 
good hand. It may be possible to draw a 
length “shot” wood, or vou may even 
push the opposing wood through and so 
give your opponent the same problem to 
contend with. А wily plaver will gener- 
ally try to get his wood a bit short on 
one of the "tram-line" greens you come 
across occasionally to force his opponent 
on to the other hand. 
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Their Excellencies at Bowls 


The Governor-General, Sir Willoughby Norrie, and Lady Norrie performed 
the opening rites at one of the popular Chateau Tongariro vacation 
tournaments this season. His Excellency is shown concentrating on getting 
the first bowl away, while Lady Norrie estimates how close it will go to 


the jack she had thrown. 


VICTORIA CLUB’S 
NEW ASSET 


THERE is considerable elation among 
members of the Victoria Bowling Club 
(Wellington) that next season they will 
be playing on their new site. Over a long 
period of years, the club has done splen- 
didly on what has frequently been called 
a “pocket handkerchief size” green, closely 
hemmed in by houses and with no room 
for expansion. 

Now the club will have two full-size 
greens on ample land that cannot be 
built in. 

'This vear is Victoria Club's jubilee year, 
and it was fitting that the trophies won 
during the season were presented by Sir 
Charles Norwood. 

A life meinber, he has belonged to the 
club for 57 years and he still enjovs an 
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National Strength 


The affiliated membership of the three 
national bowls organisations are:— 
N.Z. Bowling Association ... 43,000 
IN fin, WOMEN S Bulb 2. 9102573530 
N.Z. Federation of Indoor 
О"... 507350 


Total E URS aL cre 59200 


occasional game. For all his more than 
80 years, he enjoys excellent health and 
is most active. 

Sir Charles is, of course, ап ex-Mayor 
of the City of Wellington. The present 
Mayor, Mr. Frank Kitts (who is also a 
Member of Parliament for Wellington 
Central) also is a member. 
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DUNEDIN ENDS ANOTHER FULL AND 


THE Dunedin Centre’s compre- 
hensive season programme came to 
an end with the usual Easter 
Tournament, in which 50 fours 
and 118 pairs took part. À notable 
absentee from this event was the 
evergreen "Lifey" Ravenwood, who 
went back to Wanganui to con- 
test the fours tournament which 
his Dunedin team won last Easter. 
Ravenwood had again annexed the 
open singles at the Christmas 
tournament (for the third time) 
and was only just defeated in the 
final of the champion of champion 
singles by the last bowl of Bill 
Cousins. It was a stirring contest. 

Bill Cousins, of the Caversham Club, 
had gone close to winning the champion 
of champion singles twice before and no 
one begrudged him his success this year. 
Contrary to the usual maxims of singles 
play, it was Bill's accurate driving that 
won him several games, including the 
final. 

Bill also skipped the winning pair at 
the Centre's Christmas tournament, his 
lead being his partner in many previous 
contests, the well-known "Punch" 
McDougall, himself champion of cham- 
pions nine years ago. Rumour has it that 
change of residence and business interests 
will see Cousins playing for the Taieri 
club next season. 


After 15 scheduled matches in the 


Saturday shield competition, in which 
29 clubs with 


each week, Taieri won the shield for 


330 fours took part 


the sixth time with 97 wins from 156 


games plaved, or 62.17 per cent. 


The neighbouring Outram club came 
next with 60.57 per cent. and Otago third 
with 55.76 per cent. 

The Wednesday inter-club teams had 
16 games on their programme. The result 
was a triple tie between Mornington, Port 
Chalmers, and Logan Park, the play-off 
resulting in Mornington acquiring the 
Hope Shield for the first time. 
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VARIED SEASON 


West Harbour recorded a fine perform- 
ance in winning the champion of cham- 
pion fours for the Adess Shield for the 
second year in succession. Jim French and 
Doug. Hutton were again the two front 
men of the team, but this year their num- 
ber 3 was A. Boag and the skip Bill 
Connell. The other finalists were the 
Caledonian four, skipped Бу Charlie 
Hellyer. 


FIRST VICTORY 


The Holmes’ Feathers championship, 
for four fours from each club, which is 
played on Monday evenings during the 
season, gave the consistent Leith combina- 
tion its first victory. On a scoring basis 
of two points for a win on the aggregate 
(with one for a tie) and one point for 
each team win (with 4 for a tie), a maxi- 
mum of 6 is possible for a clean sweep 
of the opposition. Leith's points score, 
after nine completed rounds was 39, 
Caversham being runners-up with 37. 

Dunedin Centre played its six annual 
games against neighbouring Centres, de- 
feating Christchurch for the Redpath 
Shield bv a narrow margin at Christ- 
church, losing the Timmings Cup match 
against Otago Central at Dunedin, and 
retaining the Harraway Shield against 
Southland at Dunedin. 


Dunedin has not yet vanquished 


Otago Central since the official series 


began in 1952-58, this season seeing 


the fifth game played. 


The Waller Cup was retained against 
North Otago at Oamaru, the Larsen Cup 
lost to South Canterbury at Timaru by 
a small margin, and the final game for 
the Clark Cup against South Otago on 
the Kaituna green resulted in a surpris- 
ingly large win for Dunedin. 

Altogether a most successful and enjoy- 
able season, which nevertheless kept the 
executive and committees of the Centre 
very busy. No other Centre in New Zea- 
land provides such a wide and varied pro- 
gramme of organised competition for its 
players. 
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Р. С. HARLE WAS CURIOUS... 


And Dug Into the Past 


BLENHEIM 


Bowling in the town of Blenheim те- 
ceived its first impetus from Messrs. R. 
McCallum, J. Hutcheson, and C. D. 
Stewart, who may truly Бе styled the 
founders of the game in Marlborough. 
Frequent visits to the Wellington Bowling 
Club’s green in Wordsworth Street during 
the early part of 1890, when that club 
had only been a few years in existence, 
caused these enthusiasts to take an interest 
in the game, and the outcome of it was 
that during that year the present club 
was formed. 

It had its existence first with a lawn 
tennis club, and the first two seasons’ play 
were held upon the present grounds of 
the Wairau Lawn Tennis Club at the 
corner of Walter and Stephenson Streets. 
This acre has recently become the abso- 
lute freehold of the Blenheim Bowling 
Club, and upon the expiry of the 14 years’ 
lease of the present green, а full-sized 
green will be laid down and played upon 
there. 

The Blenheim Bowling Club, as a bowl- 
ing one pure and simple, was founded 
on 9 May, 1892. 

The membership (at the time of this 
history, 1902) numbers from 40 to 50, of 
whom, however, only about one half are 
actual playing members. The club holds 
the record of being beaten only once on 
its own ground. 


CARTERTON 

Carterton’s proximity to Wellington 
(being only some 63 miles distant by rail), 
where bowling is very much to the fore, 
led several of the Carterton folk who had 
got smitten with a touch of the complaint 
to call a public meeting in April of 1895 
to take steps for the formation of a bowl- 
ing club. So much encouragement was re- 
ceived at thatmeeting that the club 
there and then took shape. 

A piece of ground was immediately pro- 
cured, and a full-sized green, 120 feet 
square, with several tennis courts, was 
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laid out, and first played on on October 
28, 1897, when several teams from Wel- 
lington came up to the opening. The 
weather, unfortunately, was not all that 
could be desired, and though there was 
not much play indulged in, Carterton 
hospitality was liberally dealt out to the 
visitors, and a very enjoyable time spent. 

Since then the green has much im- 
proved, both in its playing form and its 
surroundings, which are prettily planted 
with shrubs and flowers, and form a 


The ninth of a series of articles by 
MR. P. G. HARLE, of Wellington, 
tells of the beginnings of the BLEN- 


HEIM, CARTERTON, MASTER- 
TON, PAHIATUA, and DANNE- 
VIRKE CLUBS. 


pleasant attraction to visitors. Being so 
close to Wellington, and having adjacent 
clubs at Masterton and Pahiatua, visits 
are frequent between these places. Mem- 
bership of the club is 44. 


MASTERTON 


Although one of the most important 
inland towns and noted for its progressive- 
ness, Masterton was slow in taking to 
Bowls. Several enthusiasts made frequent 
attempts to introduce the game, but suc- 
cess attended their efforts only three years 
ago (1899). Amongst those who took a 
keen initial interest in the matter, Mr. 
J. P. Elliot might be specially mentioned. 
He canvassed residents and secured the 
names of 87 persons willing to become 
members. At a meeting held subsequently, 
the matter was keenly taken up. 

A central site of an acre was purchased 
and the making of the green proceeded 
with. The club advanced by leaps and 
bounds and a great deal of the credit for 
this was due to the first president, Mr. J. 
C. Campbell, who devoted his whole- 
hearted influence and energy to making 
the club a success. 
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Indoor Bowls— 


AUSTRALIAN 
MISTAKE IS 
NOW PROVED 


UNFORTUNATELY for their enjoy- 
ment of indoor bowls, our Australian 


friends stepped off on the wrong foot 


when they became interested in the 


biased game. That is one of the con- 


firmed opinions with which Frank A. 
Harris, of Auckland, a pioneer of the 


game, returned from а recent close 


study of bowling in several parts of 
Australia. 


Formerly they used round bowls, non- 
biased, and 12ft. baize or blanket greens, 


INTO THE PAST (Contd.): 


PAHIATUA 


Pahiatua is situated in the Forty-mile 
Bush District, connected by rail with Wel- 
lington through line to Napier, and, not 
to be beaten by its near neighbours, Mas- 
terton and Carterton, bethought them- 
selves to form a bowling club in 1899. A 


piece of ground having been procured, а. 


green laid down, rules and other impedi- 
menta collected, the thing caught on and 
went ahead. Though starting with a mem- 
bership of only 35, the roll has now 
reached 60, with every prospect of an 
increase in the coming season. 


DANNEVIRKE 


This club was formed in May, 1895, the 
provisional committee consisting of 
Messrs. Paul, Brakiston, Guy, Newenham, 
Burmester, Allen, Thomson, Henderson, 
and McPhee. The original intention was 
to form a tennis club, but by the energy 
of a few enthusiastic bowlers it was de- 
cided to make it a combined tennis and 
bowling club. The bowling green is a 
full-sized one, and in the same enclosure, 
with wire netting between, are three 
tennis courts. 


(Next Month: The Northern Association 
and some conclusions.) 
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he writes. Their interest in the biased 
game was quick and keen. With the laud- 
able intention of improving on the New 
Zealand game, they decided to use a mat 
30ft. long and hoped by making it double 
thickness (approximately šin.) that they 
could play on imperfect floors without 
bowls tracking along the grooves of the 
floor boards. It was decided also to use 
a slightly larger and heavier bowl to 
counteract the thicker material. 


It was pointed out that by trial and 
error extending over a period of 30 
years we had found the best sized 
mat and bowl. 


The best mat was proved to be one 
that would fit most halls and lodge-rooms 
so that the game could be played across 
the room and more rinks could be fitted 
in. More rinks mean more plavers—and 
more finance—and players like to con- 
gregate. 

But the Australians thought they would 
try out their idea despite the fact that 
the game would be more costly and of 
necessity the number of players would be 
restricted. 

Since then many Australians have 
visited New Zealand and have appreci- 
ated the popularity and science of the 
game as it is played here. 

In addition, several difficulties have 
cropped up to unsettle their system. The 
30ft. mats are more than twice as ех- 
pensive and more than four times as 
heavy as the New Zealand woollen mats. 
The felt surface gets lumpy, as was in- 
evitable when such a heavy material is 
rolled and unrolled, and committeemen 
soon tire of hauling such heavy gear 
about. 


Finally, the bowls draw too much, 
as the greens become worn, and long 
ends are almost unplayable. 


The stage has come when inquiries are 
being made as to when woollen mats will 
be made in Australia and it is quite on 
the cards that they will be available 
fairly soon. 

'This should have an excellent effect on 
the game in Australia. There is such won- 
derful scope for it there, and players are 
ready for something a little better than 
they have had so far. 
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Indoor Bowls— 


RULINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
UNDERSTAND 


THIS is the third and final instal- 
ment of a question and answer 
study of the Laws of Indoor Bowls. 
They are New Zealand Federation 
rulings, and we publish them at 
the request of the New Zealand 
Indoor Bowls Umpires’ Federation: 


e14. Question.—Would you outline the 
procedure for individuals who wish 
to appeal against the rulings of an 
Umpires’ Association? Must these 
appeals come through a club, or has 
the person the right of direct appeal? 


Answer.—The appeal must go through 
the club in which the game was 
played to the Umpires’ Association, 
or if there is no Umpires’ Association, 
through the Centre to the Secretary 
of the Umpires’ Federation to the 
N.Z.I.B. Federation. 


el5. Question.—In a game with a time 
limit and no specified number of 
ends, the wrong lead throws the jack 
up and the bell goes. Do we rule 
under Rule 7g or do the rules as for 
championships apply? 
Answer.—The game is finished. Other- 
wise it could lead to a lot of abuse. 


| el6. Question.—In 5 (e) allowances are 
made for a jack striking an object on 
the mat. Does Rule 35 (b) apply if 
it is a bowl striking an object? 

Answer.—Rule 35 also states when a 
bowl in motion is burned (b) by a 
neutral person or object. Rule 32 de- 
fines the term "burned" when refer- 
ring to a jack or bowl which has been 
interfered with or displaced other 
than the effects of play. A bowl which 
strikes ап object on the mat would 
therefore be burned and this rule 
would have to apply. 


17. Question.— The official reason why 
9 (c) was made to read as it is. 
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[sinn nns] 


: Indoor Bowling Clubs: 


DON'T SHORTEN THE LIFE OF YOUR 
WOODEN BOWLS THROUGH NEGLECT. 
Have them ехрегНу re-conditioned. 


Bowls returned equal to new in 
condition and appearance. 
Standard charge — 2/6 per Bowl 
Inquiries invited. No Agents. 


CYRIL A. STUCK 


TE AROHA 


ШИШИШИ ШИИ ИДИШИ РТ 


В ИИИ ИТ ЫЫ 


Answer.—The reason was that in the 
early days of the game the leads and 
twos had a habit, as soon as they had 
played their bowls, of going to the 
other end of the mat and standing 
beside the skips to watch the re- 
mainder of the game. This rule was 
inserted to prevent this. 


And in 9 (d) the player who is 
about to play his bowl has the mat 
and all other players in the opposing 
team are the opponents, and none 
of these are allowed to pick up their 
bowls until he has played his bowl 
and it has come to rest. 


e18. Question.—The position when an 
umpire disturbs a bowl when there 
are, say, three brown bowls and one 
black bowl to be measured and he 
moved one of the brown. 


Answer.—All bowls are out. 


el9. Question Does Rule 26 giving a 
warning have to apply to each game 
or to a tournament? 


Answer.—After serious consideration 
and for the benefit of the game one 
warning only during the day and/or 
evening tournament. 


e20. Question.—A player ignores a skip's 
instructions regarding a shot he 
wishes him to play. Can the skip stop 
the Бом]? 


Answer.—Yes, but must suffer the 
penalty under Rule 35a, as the bowl 
should be considered as a bowl which 
has been burned while in motion. 


(Concluded) 
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“ e More than 50,000 N.Z. 
Henselite Bowlers cannot be wrong— 
NOW—THE INDOOR BOWL 


In Sets of 16— 


"Henselite" accuracy 


NEW ZEALAND AGENTS: 


BRISCOE & COMPANY LIMITED 
Auckland, Christchurch, Timaru, 
Dunedin, Invercargill 
BRISCOE, E. W. MILLS & CO. LTD. 
Wellington, New Plymouth, Nelson 


322352223511501212212152122221121152352515217251525111925195315121525121122111132121222111151111115114111351112212211111%121110521211111 


complete with Jack 


Made with all the famous 


"Nenaelite ' 


THE TRUEST BOWL MADE 


[] nana aa aen a a LEE инна иан аннан ааа 
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INDOOR ACTIVITIES IN AUCKLAND 


THE innovation in Auckland indoor 
bowls this year of playing matches on 
Saturday mornings and afternoons is a 
step in the right direction if the entries 
for the first tournament are a true indica- 
tion. 

The various Auckland Centres are now 
busy rearranging their boundaries, more 
particularly where Northland, Auckland, 
Waikato, and Thames Valley are con- 
cerned. When agreement is reached, maps 
will be prepared defining the territory 
of each Centre so that no clubs will be 
left out in the cold. 


UMPIRE OFFICERS.—The annual 
meeting of umpires elected the following 
association officers: Patron, Mr. G. 
Lockead;. president, Mr. V. Pine; vice- 
presidents, Mrs. L. Boles (senior), P. San- 
ford (junior); secretary-treasurer, Mr. R. 
C. Davis; management committee—Mes- 
dames Davenport, McGehan, Sanford, 
Bennett, Messrs. J. Lyes, J. Corcoran, W. 
Greenwood; hon. auditor, Mr. N. S. 
Priestly. 
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The meeting congratulated Mrs. Boles 
on being elected vice-president and Mr. 
Davis secretary of the parent association. 

The recent tournament in aid of the 
funds of the Umpires Association was 
such a success that it was decided to hold 
another on May 10 to accommodate those 
who missed out last time. 


INTERHOUSE ASSOCIATION.—The 
twenty-fourth annual meeting of the Auck- 
land Interhouse Association elected the 
following officers: Patrons, Messrs. J. B. 
O’Loghlan, Sir Ernest Davis, the Mayor of 
Auckland (Mr. Thomas Ashby); president, 


Mr. Е. A. Harris; immediate past presi- : 


dent, Mr. H. N. Bagnall; vice-presidents, 
Messrs. S. V. Thomas, Charles Leonard, 
and Т. Mickelson; secretary-treasurer, 
Mrs. R. Leonard; management committee 
—Messrs. Н. J. Boles, A. Bruce, Н. J. 
Hall, A. G. Kellian; umpires—the execu- 
tive officers and Mrs. Boles; match com- 
mittee—the three vice-presidents; hon. 
auditor, Mr. H. N. Bagnall. 
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The Best Green In 


Australia? 


ON THE WAY from Sydney to Mel- 
bourne, writes F. A. Harris in another 
episode dealing with his experiences on a 
recent extended visit to Australia, we 
spent an evening at Bega. I had heard 
from several excellent sources that the 
bowling green there was one of the best 
in New South Wales and well worth an 
inspection. We certainly found it up to 
expectations, although, unfortunately, 
there was no play on that particular day. 

The greenkeeper was on the job, how- 
ever. He had just finished watering and 
he had quite a bit to say about his green, 
which he tends on original lines. 

Asked what grasses he preferred, he 
said New Zealand bent (we call it brown- 
top) and couch; but he acclimatises the 
bent by saving his own seed from it. This 
way, he finds, it stands up better to the 
drier climate of Australia. 


He never rolls his green. He top- 


dresses it and gets his levels and then 


cuts it every day. The weight of the 


power mower is sufficient roller, he 


considers. 


A heavy roller on a soft green only rolls 
it into hills and hollows and prevents air 
from getting to the roots of the grass, 
while rolling on a dry green is only waste 
of time and labour. 

He is a great believer in natural humus, 
which he soaks in a huge barrel from 
which a pipe leads to his hose. Too many 
greens are damaged by the use of acid- 
forming fertilisers, he argues. 

Undoubtedly he has a wonderful all- 
vear-round green to show in support of 
his theories. 


Answer To Correspondent: 


E.S.E. (St. Kilda).—Your letter is too 
long and partially illegible. In any case, 
we feel that that particular matter has 
been sufficiently ventilated. No doubt 
there will be other opportunities, but cor- 
respondents are reminded that letters must 
be concise and clearly written.—Ed. 
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GOLD MEDALLISTS 


ONE of Wellington's 


leading bowlers, 
Е. J. Russell, from the Hataitai club, 
received a bar to his gold medal at the 
Wellington Bowling Centre's end-of-season 
presentations. 

Russell is the third Wellington bowler 
to receive a bar to his gold medal. The 
previous winners were R. A. Cometti, 
Hataitai, in 1928, and W. Е. Hadwin, 
Hutt, in 1945. 

A bowler must win 10 Wellington 
champion of champion titles before he 
is eligible for a bar to his gold medal. 
He must win five Centre titles before he 
can claim a gold medal. 

The Hataitai player, D. Turnbull, was 
congratulated on gaining another win this 
year, after receiving his gold medal last 
year. 

T. М. J. Barron, Miramar, received 
recognition of his five wins when he was 
presented with a gold medal. 

The president of the Wellington Centre, 
Mr. A. Urquhart, said that he could not 
recall such an exceptional season as this 
one. The greens had stood up to the dry 
conditions and there had not been any 
cancellations. 


LOSS OF A HALL 


THE Hutt Valley Indoor Bowls Associa- 
tion has suffered a grievous loss by the 
destruction by fire of the Lower Hutt 
Horticultural Hall. The hall was very 
much of a home for the Association. It 
had a good floor and held quite a number 
of mats. 

Fortunately, the Hutt City Council is 
not unmindful of the claims of indoor 
sports, so that the deficiency will be made 
up by alternative halls. But the destroyed 
hall had the great merit of being centrally 
situated. 


In singles play concentrate particularly 
on your first bowl. A reasonably good first 
bowl often throws a psychological weight 
on your opponent and makes your own 
succeeding bowls on that end easier to 
play. Above all, plav every bowl intelli- 
gentlv. 
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By SIR BRUCE LEVY, 
Chairman, N.Z. Institute for Turf Culture 


(Article No. 19) 


Observations On North 
Island Greens 


I HAVE just returned from a comprehensive look at the bowling greens 
of the Manawatu, Wairarapa, Hawke’s Bay, Poverty Bay-East Coast, 
Bay of Plenty, including Rotorua, Auckland, and Waikato-Thames 
Valley Bowling Centres, and I feel my observations will be of interest 


and value to many readers. 


At this advanced stage of the season’s 
play one does not expect to see bowling 
greens at their best, and more particularly 
those that have had a hard and gruelling 
season of play. The time, however, was 
opportune to study autumn recovery of 
the turf from which one may judge much 
relative to the physical fitness, degree of 
thrift or unthrift, degree of water perme- 
ability or water-proofing according to de- 
grees of soil acidity and to judge wear- 
resisting properties of the species compon- 
ents of the green. 

Green management—severity or other- 
wise of defoliation by the mower, move- 
ment of rinks and the like—could also be 
assessed and some line could be gained on 
the controversial point of watering versus 
non-watering of greens. On some greens 
already autumn renovation had com- 
menced and the question of groovers, 
soling and nature of soil, seed mixtures, 
etc, could be dealt with together with 
appropriate sprays for the cleaning out 
of undesirable plants prior to renovation. 

Apart from the Manawatu and 

Wairarapa Centres, undoubtedly the 

most contentious subject is weed 

versus grass, or a combination of 


MAY, 1957 


THE N.Z. BOWLER 


weed and grass versus a pure grass 
turf. 


It is rather hard to understand the 
psychology of clubs, or of individual 
bowlers, on this question. There are 
ample pure grass greens in all Centres, 
excepting the Bay of Plenty Centre, to 
give bowlers a basis for discrimination, 
and in my wide experience I have never 
yet heard adverse criticism from апу 
player against a pure grass green, nicely 
groomed, for the game of bowls. 


The Standard Surface 


Grass is really the standard surface for 
bowling the world over, and yet the intro- 
duction of weeds of one sort and another 
into the grass green, or even its complete 
dominance to the exclusion of all grass, 
has many advocates. 

The two most favoured weeds in the 
Centres visited are Hydrocotyle (Penny- 
wort or Waxweed) and Dichondra (Mer- 
cury Bay weed), and there are some few 
greens that are striving to introduce the 
Cotula dioica and  Cotula  pulchella 
(Pahia weed) from the far south of the 


[OVER 
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THE BOWLING GREEN (Contd.): 


South Island. The Balmoral green is 
dominant Starweed and Hydrocotyle, with 
some browntop struggling against the 
ground floor competition of these weeds. 
With the exception of perhaps the 


driest and hottest part of the season, 


it is generally conceded by bowlers 


that weed-dominant greens are slower 


to the run of the bowl than the pure 
grass greens. 


'The dominant Hydrocotyle weed greens 
tested in the. Bay of Plenty gave approxi- 
mately one rink of draw, whereas under 
much the same conditions grass-dominant 
greens gave up to one and a-half rinks of 
draw. No pure Dichondra greens were 
seen; but the general impression gained 
by examining the dense mat formed by 


this plant was that such greens would be : 


slow, other than in the middle of the 
season when most greens are fast. More- 
over, weed greens, and particularly Di- 
chondra, give a different running speed 
at different times of the day, being slow 
morning and evening and fast mid-day. 

Again, with the exception of a pure 
Hydrocotyle green at Taneatua that had 
been manured with blood and bone for 
some years and was soft textured and 
wormy, I did not see any green with a 
uniform weed cover. Dense patches occu- 
pied the wetter hollows or more water- 
permeable parts of the green to give a 
decidedly uneven run of the bowl one 
hand against the other where no such 
dense patches were met with. 


Resistance to Wear 


It was no easy matter to judge whether 
weeds per se are more resistant to wear 
than pure grass. It is my considered 
opinion that under a high density of play 
pure grass greens stood the wear and tear 
just as well, if not better, than dominant 
weed greens. Hydrocotyle particularly is 
subject to several diseases. It suffers con- 
siderably from heat and dryness, and on 
damp greens, or over-watered greens, it 
was affected by black algal scum associat- 
ing with it in the damper patches. There 
was a good deal of clear evidence of 
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patchiness due to death of the Hydro- 
cotyle in patches from one cause or 
another. 


Despite these disabilities, the general 
wish, desire or ambition of most 
clubs is to introduce weeds of one 
sort or another. For my part, I cannot 
see the sense in it. 


There were many admirable grass turfs 
in most Centres, or they could have been 
made admirable if the small amount of 
weed was eliminiated altogether. Into 
these turfs weeds are being plugged in, I 
think, the vain hope of making a better 
turf than grass. 

It is not easy in practice to combine 
weeds and grass, using either Hydrocotyle 
or Dichondra. There is a much greater 
hope of combining Cotula and grass be- 
cause of the Cotula's more open swarding 
nature. Any dense companion to grass 
under close mowing will put grass out, 
but an open swarding associate plant can 
combine with grass. In this regard one 
need only study patches of pearlwort and 
any dense patches of Hydrocotyle or 
Dichondra to see that the fine grasses are 
almost completely eliminated by the dense 
ground-floor competition of these weeds. 


Weed, or Combination 


And now that I have got that off my 
chest, let us have a look at the possibility 
of producing weed greens, or of combin- 
ing weeds with grass. The weed green is 
possible whether it be a Hydrocotyle, a 
Dichondra, a Cotula or a general weedy 
green of flat weeds, mat weeds and clover. 
Any pasture close and continuously grazed 
by stock will run to weeds—field daisy, 
pennyroyal, buttercup, catsear, dandelion, 
ribgrass, plantain, cudweed, selfheal, etc. 
Any garden lawn similarly kept cut close 
and continuously with a mower will like- 
wise run to weeds and moss. 

We are not so concerned with these on 
the bowling green; but it is surprising 
what weeds will creep in even on the 
bowling green unless measures are taken 
against them. Such weedy greens are in- 
variably slow and inaccurate to the 
smooth run of the bowl, and quite a 
number of greens of this type were met 
with on the trip. 
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THE BOWLING GREEN (Cont.): 


It is fairly well established that neither 
Hydrocotyle nor Dichondra will thrive 
under a high degree of acidity. There- 
fore overmuch sulphate of ammonia 
should not be used. 

Cotula, on the other hand, will 
withstand a fairly high degree of 
acidity—to a point where lushness 


and softness in the turf can be elimin- 


ated, together with many weeds and 


worms, and to a point where firm- 


ness in soil structure may be main- 


tained. 


If, therefore, a complete cover of Hydro- 
cotyle or Dichondra is desired, irrespec- 
tive of lushness, tenderness, a soft soil 
texture and a high population of worms, 
it is necessary only to water copiously any 
green plugged with Hydrocotyle or Di- 
chondra and to fertilise with blood and 
bone several times a year for several years, 
cutting close the whole time. Under this 
treatment, I would expect invasion by 
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flat weeds, clovers, Poa annua, moss and 


worms. 

The combined grass-Hydrocotyle may 
be possible. This cover will be easier to 
attain and maintain than а grass- 
Dichondra one. 


Actually, I think Dichondra is 
wholly unsuited for a bowling green, 
and the sooner plugging of this into 
greens ceases the better, unless, of 
course, slow and uneven running 
greens are wanted. 


The grass-Hydrocotvle may be attained 
and maintained by taking the soil acidity 
to a point near pH 5, or a little above 
rather than below. This degree of acidity 
will exclude over-lushness, will induce a 
soil firmness and will slow down worm 
activity and Poa annua invasion. The 
combined turf must be manured with the 
3:1 mix in the morning dew. Any great 
density in the Hydrocotyle will defeat 
our grass-Hydrocotyle combination, lead- 
ing to patchiness and uneven run of the 
bowl. 


[OVER 
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THE BOWLING GREEN (Contd.): 


If Dichondra is persisted with, it should 
receive even greater cracks than the 
Hydrocotyle to keep the sward open 
enough for a grass associate. In the South 
this openness is attained with Cotula 
dioica, using the 3:1 mix. Cotula pul- 
chella would need a greater crack than 
Cotula dioica to attain the same blending 
of grass. 


Weedicides 


In addition to the 3:1 in the morning 
dew, weedicides may be necessary to keep 
the ecological fine grass-Hydrocotyle or 
Dichondra balance. The two weedicides 
recommended for periodic spray treat- 
ment of any upward surge of either 
Hydrocotyle or Dichondra is 2,4,5-T at 
$ fluid oz. per gall. of water to do 20 sq. 
yds., or arsenic pentoxide 1: 160, i.e. 1 Ib. 
to 16 gall. of water to do 320 sq. yds. 

The latter is not recommended during 
play, unless in the final stages of the 
season, as the green will be badly dis- 
figured if spraying is done in patches. 
Both these sprays will also eliminate or 


crack severely many other weeds and 
clover including pearlwort and Onehunga 
weed, which is very plentiful in many of 
the Auckland greens. Onehunga weed 
may be eliminated completely by using 
arsenic pentoxide at as low a concentra- 
tion as 1: 200, or llb. to 20 gall. water to 
do 400 sq. yds. Such strength will merely 
tinge the green a light brown and re- 
covery takes place in a few days. 

In the seedling stage, M.C.P.4 at quite 
light dilutions, as low as 1 fluid oz. per 
gall. of water to 20 sq. yds., will eliminate 
most seedling weeds; but it has little or 
no effect on clovers and moss. 

Whether we will have any better bowl- 
ing on grass-Hydrocotyle as against pure 
grass I do not know; but at least we will 
have salved the conscience of weed green 
advocates if by this advice we can attain 
the grass-weed objective. 


(To be continued.) 


"Win the toss and throw the kitty" is 
some players’ slogan. Give it to the 
opponent and conceal your length tactics, 
plus the last bowl, is ours. 
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A accepted text book which is in greater demand 
then any other treatise on the game— — 
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By R. T HARRISON s 3 


-Because so many people start the .game of bowls without proper 
initial instruction, the author endeavour rs to remedy this defect 
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9 Links Make : a Great Pian E. 


Can you name due nine hotels which form a chaín 
- of comfort for holidaymakers seeking scenic delights 
_ around New Zealand? They stand, warmly welcoming 
and beautifully appointed, each in its own distinctive - 
eiie Jive in PE Norm Island, four in the s 


_ токлхш, ren Mecca f Mer | trout fishermen, at 
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The зонты quate i is in harmony with those who seek 
the торчу си орнап, sound and | sincier: ты are:— 


TE ANAU HOTEL fo dir dus ‚Бина əl и. 


| GLACIER HOTEL, FRANZ JOSEF, for the Glacier 
ae ‘regio (only certain services are available here 
til the г new hotel is built). ee 


"Nine E рар. acie t. ease and enjoyment; giving modern 


- comfort within your means; serving you and yours in some of 
_ New. Zealand's mos famous ик Under the management of: 


| The Tourist Hotel Corporation 


[t 3 22 


- PRINTED BY WHITCOMBE & TOMBS LTD., CASTLE STREET, DUNEDIN. 


&00000000060000000000000000O000 1000008002500509008000200000000500000C0L 000060000000 000 000 ор оборо 000009008060 C00004 06000 10906 ТТУ Т C ai 
D а 


L 


